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This is our first newsletter of 2007 and the first quarter is proving a busy one for the Care Sector nationally. 

We hope the  newsletter keeps you informed of developments within the care sector and promotes debate about current issues – if it does, please feed back your news and views for our next issue.
Thanks to the Liz Willetts from The Care Association for the article they contributed to this newsletter. 

It is now sometime since we up-dated our membership information so I do hope members will be able to assist in providing current contact details by completing the attached membership form We are particularly interested in ensuring that we have accurate email addresses. 
We would also be grateful for an indication of the issues which are of particular interest to you and your organisation, so we can ensure that we fake forward your concerns during 007/8.

Best Wishes
Jane Guest

1. Care Council for Wales

1.1.  Care Accolades 2007 – Your last chance to take part!

The closing date for entries for this year's Social Care Accolades is fast approaching, with just a few weeks to go until the March 1 deadline.

The theme for 2007 is 'Learning and Development in Social Care', and the eight categories are:
Leading on learning
Offering opportunity, changing chances
Learning about caring, caring about learning
Community  contribution

Being a learning organization

Investing in the workforce
Learning together

Promoting language choice in Wales
For more information contact Care Council on 
TEL 029 2078 0687 or via e-mail on accolades@ccwales.org.uk or you can download the entry form from the Care Council's website on www.ccwales.org.uk
1.2.  Basic Skills Agency – Free Training and Accommodation
Interested in finding out more about basic skills and improving skills in your organisation?
The BSA are running another of their excellent two-day courses at the Stradey Park Hotel Llanelli on the 21st and 22nd March.
1.3.  Confidence in Care

Keep your eyes open for a promotional campaign being initiated by the are Council for Wales to raise awareness of the Codes of Conduct for Service Users, Employers and Care Workers.

1.4.  Practice Learning Opportunity Funding for Social Work 
It has been confirmed that that the Care Council for Wales will continue to provide practice learning opportunity funding at the current level for the next financial year 2007-8. 

Furthermore, the Care Council will provide an additional payment of £15,000 in this financial year, 2006-7, as a contribution towards the costs of implementing Ensuring Consistency in Learning to Practice (2004) and the Standards of Practice Learning in the Degree for Social Work (2005).
In Mid Wales, the Social Care Development Partnerships would be pleased to hear from voluntary/private providers who can offer quality work placement opportunities for social care students.
1.5.  Post Qualifying Awards in Child Care

Neil Thompson of Avenue Consulting Ltd, has been commissioned by the Care Council for Wales to undertake a consultation exercise relating to the above.

There are two consultation events.  One on the 27th of this month at The Farmers Arms, St Asaph and the other on the 28th of this month at the Cardiff Marriott.  Please find attached a questionnaire.  It would be very much appreciated if you could spare the time to answer the questions and add any further comments as you see fit. 

If you have not, as yet, confirmed your attendance at one of these events, please contact Jac Williams by emailing:

Jac.Williams@ccwales.org.uk
2. Welsh Assembly Government

2.1.  JANUARY 2007 

THE REGULATORY REFORM AND COMPLAINTS REGULATIONS
Information on the above NEW REGULATIONS AFFECTING THE SOCIAL CARE SECTOR FROM 1ST JANUARY 2007 can be accessed via the hyperlink below: 
http://www.wales.gov.uk/cms/2/HealthAndSocialServicesCommittee/37D6A89F00087B550000121400000000?month=200609 

When you access the link the attachment for the regulations themselves have the following title: HSS(2)-13-06 paper 04 (annex a): The Care Standards Act 2000 and the Children’s Act 1989 (Regulatory Reform and Complaint) (Wales) Regulations 2006 

2. 2  SME Friendly Procurement - Charter
WAG welcomes the opportunity to do business with SME’s

Committed to sustainable development

Modernising procurement processes, transparent and fair to all SME’s

Supporting SME’s and Public Sector working together.
A pdf version of this Charter can be accessed via the Sell2Wales site hyperlink below:

https://www.sell2wales.co.uk/help/openingdoors.html
Or contact the Value Wales Help Desk:

Tel 01792 313068
2.3.  Autism Spectrum Disorder – Consultaton 

The ASD Strategic Action Plan for Wales consultation document. is now available on the following web page:

http://new.wales.gov.uk/consultations/currentconsultation/healandsoccarecurrcons/autistic/?lang=en
This strategy has far reaching implication for all services in Mid Wales and especially for the commissioners of those services.  The statutory authorities will no longer be able to choose to opt out of providing autism specific services.
3.  CRB Issues

3.1.  Price Freeze for 2007/8

Standard CRB £31.00

Enhanced CRB

£36.00

POVA/FirstCheck

£6.00

3.2. CRB goes on-line

The Criminal Records Bureau (CRB) has launched its first online service.. Customers can track online, for the first time, the progress of their CRB application, from receipt through to issue.
Customers can access the service, free of charge, from the CRB website (www.crb.gov.uk/tracking) by entering the application form reference number and the applicant's date of birth.

3.3. Safeguarding Vulnerable Groups – Information Sessions

Starting in February 2007, there will be a number of information sessions about the Safeguarding Vulnerable Groups Act and proposals for the new Vetting and Barring Scheme (VBS). The information sessions are organised by the VBS team based at the DfES. They will be led by Peter Swift and John O'Brien and their presentations will be based on the talks they gave at the consultative group meetings last September. You may therefore not wish to attend yourself, but pass this information on to colleagues who would like to find out more about the plans for the Scheme.
 

Locations and dates:
London:   Royal Horticultural Halls  - 15 February 2007
Birmingham:   Jury's Inn Hotel - 26 March 2007
Manchester:    The Midland Hotel - 17 April 2007
Bristol: Marriott City Centre Hotel  - 9 May 2007
 

Registrations:
Registrations are accepted on a first come first served basis. To secure a delegate place, please send an email to team.bip@dfes.gsi.gov.uk 

with "Delegate Registration" in the subject. In the body of the email, please clearly state:
 

Your full name 

Position and organisation 

Telephone number and email address 

The city and date of the event you would like to attend 
Whether you wish to attend the AM or PM session. 

 

For further information about these events please visit www.everychildmatters.gov.uk/vettingandbarring. 

3.4. Overseas criminal records
Last year a new central authority for the exchange of criminal records information between EU member states was established and set up at Hampshire Police under ACPO leadership, called ACPO Criminal Records Office (ACRO). Some 27,500 paper records relating to offences committed abroad by British nationals, received by the Home Office (UKCA) under previous arrangements, have been handed over by UKCA to ACRO. Move than 500 of these records relate to serious offences.  As these offences were not at the time recorded on the Police National Computer, this information was not available to the Criminal Records Bureau. The CRB does not own the data that its searches and is reliant on the data owners for the accuracy of this information.  The CRB will now work closely with ACPO to establish if anyone of these people has previously applied for a CRB check to work with children and/or the vulnerable. The CRB would like to reassure its customers that if it is found that anyone of these people has applied for a CRB check, the CRB will contact the Registered Body so that they can take whatever action is necessary. For further information please the Home Office Press Office 020 7035 3535
4. DELLS Sector Skills Review for Care.

The final DELLS Skills Review Consultation summary document, including: a summary of the consultation responses and emerging actions will be published on the Assembly website on 16th March, subject to Ministerial clearance.  
Copies of the summary document will be distributed by DELLS to all those who responded to the consultation (either by email or hard copy depending on method of response)’

Thank you to members who contributed to the MWSCP response to the consultation.

5. ARC Cymru Learning Disabilities Research
Members will be interested to note that ARC Cymru is undertaking a research project 

The research is seeking to engage both social  care providers and health professionals in this quantitative study

Aiming to approach all voluntary, statutory and private learning disability service providers to gather data about the numbers of service user admissions since November 2005

Identifying the planning involved, the nature of the support provided by social care staff, how much time the staff were engaged in providing that support, and any sources of funding.

If you would like further information please contact David Grundy direct: david.grundy@arcuk.org.uk 

If you would like to contribute to the research project, a questionnaire for providers/organisations to complete can be accessed from the ARC website in English and Welsh: (http://www.arcuk.org.uk/wales/999197/en/wag+research+project%3A++planned+hospital+admission.html).
6.  Education and Training

6.1.  Adult Learners Week

NIACE Dysgu Cymru

NIACE promotes and gives grants to groups organising Learning and/or Learning Promotion Events throughout Wales.

Adult Learners Week is fast approaching and once again NIACE Dysgu Cymru are working with Newspaper's across Wales to provide FREE advertising and promotion for Bite-Size Tasters and events in your area. 

More information on:

http://niace.rcthosting.com/en/default.asp
NIACE  also have posters, banners and a whole range of ALW promotional material, most of which is available free of charge! Just go to http://www.alweek.org  to see what's available.

 

Also, don't forget if your planning to apply for a Learning Promotion Grant then the deadline for applications is 2nd March, or if you want to nominate a Learner for the Inspire! Adult Learner Awards 2007 then the deadline for nominations is 26th March.
 

Application forms for both can be download from our website at http://www.alweek.org 

 

6.2.NationalOffender Management Service Employer Conferences March 2007

Recognising there is a growing shortage of both skills and available labour in many industries these conferences will provide employers in Wales with an opportunity to hear how they may be able to: 

meet skills shortages and increase staff retention levels

whilst helping to create stronger and safer communities in Wales.  

South Wales - Monday 5 March 2007, 6 – 8pm

Evening event and refreshments 

at the Vale Hotel, Golf and Spa Resort,

Hensol, Nr Cardiff

 (Discounted rates for use of the Vale Resort facilities may be available on request)

North Wales - Thursday 8 March 2007, 8:30 – 10:30am

Breakfast Event at the St George’s Hotel, Llandudno

Who should attend this event?

Employers from:

Small and Medium Enterprises 
Corporations

Public Sector
Voluntary and Community Sector

Also: Employment advisors and recruitment agencies

If you or your nominated representative is able to attend, we would be grateful if you would register for the conference by:

Friday 23rd February for the Vale Hotel, Hensol, or

Wednesday 28th February for the St George’s Hotel, Llandudno.

Please see attached registration forms for details on how to register for each event.

7.  Information of Interest

7.1. State of Social Care in England - Health Services Journal

More families paying for their own social care - Individuals and families are increasingly having to find and pay for their own care, says the Commission for Social Care Inspection in a report published today.   The State of Social Care aims to provide a complete picture of social care for children and adults across the public, voluntary and private sectors.  It found that despite councils spending more money on services, they have made the rules harder for people to qualify for state-funded social care.  A copy of the complete report can be found at the web ref below: http://www.csci.org.uk/PDF/state_of_social_care.pdf 

7.2. A Recipe for Care – Department for Health

The country's leading older people's doctor has published a report setting out the challenge ahead in looking after older people and why we need to change services to ensure they get the best possible care in the future. 

Recipe for Care by Prof. Ian Philp is available on the Department of Health website: 

http://www.dh.gov.uk/PublicationsAndStatistics/Publications/WhatsNewPublications/fs/en?CONTENT_ID=4067943&chk=MiCCpg
7.3.ICT Advisory Service

The ICT Advisory Service across Wales provides FREE impartial advice for SMEs.  Qualified advisors guide businesses through the process of selecting and starting to use ICT.  Eligibility:  If you are a business in Wales, you are eligible!!

Here are the contacts for centres across the region:

Mid Wales ICT Advisory Service


Ceredigion - Aberystwyth
Email: ceredigion@wda-ictcentres.net 
Tel: 01970 639464


Powys (North) - Welshpool
Email: powys-north@wda-ictcentres.net 
Tel: 01938 557605 

Powys (South) - Builth Wells
Email: powys-south@wda-ictcentres.net 
Tel: 01982 553896 

7.4. FOREIGN LABOUR IN THE UNITED KINGDOM – CURRENT PATTERNS AND TRENDS 

The above report, Authors John Salt and Jane Millar [Migration Research Unit, University College London] may be useful background information for those recruiting overseas workers – The report provides information on:

Flows of employed migrants

Flows by occupational group

Foreign working population information

Allocation of National Insurance Numbers [NINOs]

Work permits

The Worker Registration Scheme [WRS]

Other Entry Schemes

A copy is available from the Project Co-ordinator on request. 
8.  The Social Care Association – Caring for Child CareWorkers
The Social Care Association is a professional support organisation for all workers in the care sector. There are members who are frontline staff, qualified and non-qualified. There are Managers and policy makers, trainers, students, and corporate members. The main aim of the Association is to promote high standards in social care. We do this by providing education and training events, consultancy, and publishing Practice Guidelines, as well as the campaigning and influencing role a longstanding group like this has. 

There are both individual and corporate members in Wales, and SCA`s history actually began in Wales in 1948. This was the year the first Home Office Courses in Residential Child Care ran, in Cardiff, Manchester, London, and Birmingham. Kathleen Lewis was on the course in Cardiff, and in 1949, when students were about  to go their separate ways she wrote  
Towards the end of the course there was much discussion about

the difficulties we would find when we took up our post-course employment and the need to have some means of keeping in touch

and giving each other moral support. ….when the idea of forming a professional association of trained staff was proposed…… we felt this would be the first step towards improvement in the service. 

The group began as The Residential Child Care Association, a name it kept until 1972 when it became the Residential Care Association. It has been the Social Care Association since 1984, and its remit has grown to include care issues for adults as well children.

Like all organisations active members come and go, political and social changes impact upon priorities and pre-occupations. Now, perhaps more than ever, there is a real need to work in partnership with an increasing range of agencies. SCA is looking to increase its work and involvement with the care sector in Wales, particularly as we are hoping to hold the annual seminar in 2008 and 2009 in Cardiff. This will provide excellent learning events, networking opportunities, and continue to support good collaborative working. It seems fitting to have the Diamond Jubilee year seminar in the place where it all began. We are actively seeking to make contact with existing members and potential new ones.

If you are interested in finding out more about SCA membership and training, or if you are an existing member looking to become more involved,  please contact me at l.willetts@socialcaring.co.uk or check out the website at www.socialcaring.co.uk      
Liz Willetts

Head of Education and Training 

Social Care Association


Tel 0141 889 6667
9., Dates for your Diary 

9.1. Crossroads Wales Annual Conference - Aspirations to Implementation.
The above conference is to be held on Wednesday, 14th March 2007 in the Deganwy Room, Venue Cymru.   The Conference will provide an opportunity for organisations, who provide services to carers, to network with their partners in Local Authorities, Local health Boards and the Voluntary Sector and discuss the Health and Social Services 10 year Plans.

A copy of the Agenda for this conference is attached for information.  To request a booking form to attend, please contact Tel: 02920 222282 

or 

Email: wales.office@crossroads.org.uk 

9.2.  Mid Wales Social Care Partnership 2007 Meeting Dates.

Open Meetings:

Thursday 7th June in Brecon

Thursday 29th November in Aberaeron

Action Groups

Training & Education at 10.30 hrs

Tuesday 1st May in Cartrefi Cymru Offices, Unit 27 Ddole Road Industrial Estate, Ddole Road, Llandrindod Wells, Powys, LD1 6DF 
Tuesday 4th September in Dolgellau

Tuesday 4th December in Newtown
Reruitment & Retention at 13.45 hrs.
Tuesday 1st May in Cartrefi Cymru Offices, Unit 27 Ddole Road Industrial Estate, Ddole Road, Llandrindod Wells, Powys, LD1 6DF 
Tuesday 4th September in Dolgellau.
Tuesday 4th December in Newtown
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A Welsh medium version of this newsletter will be available shortly on the website or on request from the Co-ordinator





Project Co-ordinator: 


Jane Guest


Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:janeg@ceredigion.gov.uk" ��janeg@ceredigion.gov.uk�


Tel: 01545 574008


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ssiacymru.org.uk/" �www.ssiacymru.org.uk�





DISCLAIMER


References in MWSCP Newsletters  to any specific product, service or company does not constitute its endorsement or recommendation by the Mid Wales Social Care Partnership
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