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PLEASE NOTE:

If you would prefer to receive this newsletter electronically, then please contact the partnership co-ordinator
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1.1.Sign up for the Task & Finish Groups 
Following the Open Conference on 5th June our new task and finish Groups will “kick off” on Tuesday 16th September in the Cartrefi Cymru Offices in Brecon.
My thanks go to those members who have already signed up for our new Task & Finish Groups which replace the former action groups.  These T&F groups have a finite life of no more than a year – so your commitment would be limited.

We would like your help with a Workforce T&F Group to take forward Strategic Priority 1 and a Travel T&F Group to take forward Strategic Priority 2. . 

Strategic Priority 1 Identification of workforce skills required to deliver a flexible rural health and social care service
Strategic Priority 2 – Impact of public transport and road infrastructure on the care service delivery and the workforce.  

So if you are able to contribute some of your time and expertise, please contact the Project Co-ordinator (janeg@ceredigion.gov.uk)  and she will send you more details.
We may be able to arrange a telephone link for those people who are not able to come along to Brecon, so please do not let the travelling put you off!
1.2.Care to Tell us a Story Competition

Entries are now flowing in but as we have received so many requests from you, we have decided to extend the deadline of this competition, to give you more time to “polish” your entries. 
So the new deadline is:

SEPTEMBER 12th 2008

If you live or work in Mid Wales there is prize money of £1,000 for you, your staff and service users/carers to win.

Go on spread the news in your organisation and net work.

Registration Forms are available from myself or Stratmatrix.  Register your interest NOW
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2.1.  NLIAH Citizen engagement to support the development of the Rural Health Strategy

NLIAH propose to deliver a programme of community events facilitated by an external provider. These include:
 

· Wide circulation of a "flyer", hopefully through the CHCs, LHBs and voluntary sector, to seek the views of the public on health needs and issues in rural communities.  Aim to distribute these by the middle of June, to be returned by the end of August. 

· Series of local and regional events to elicit citizen’s views. 

Key questions:
 

 - Are there any obvious, existing channels for gathering views on rural health services?
 

· What is the most efficient and cost effective way of distributing and returning the flyers ?

Contact

Barbara Bowness, 
Barbara.bowness@nliah.wales.nhs.uk

Tel: 01443 233333 
Mobile: 07816 513774
2.2. CSSIW Review of the Social Care Workforce Development Programme and Partnerships.
Following comments from members attending the previous action groups, please note that the CSSIW are undertaking a review of the Social Care Workforce Development Programme and Partnerships  following the 2003 refocusing of the programme and accompanying grant to reflect the “one sector: one workforce” approach to Social Care Workforce Training and Development, and thereby raise standards of social care across Wales. 

The review is to determine to what extent the programme has been meeting the objectives set for it by the Guidance document Planning for Training and Staff Development across the Social Care Sector.
The CSSIW has compiled two questionnaires one  for  public sector providers and one for independent/ voluntary sector providers.

The Questionnaires are available from the CSSIW website and forms should be returned to:  
Contact:
Joanne Maddaford, 

CSSIW, 

4-5 Charnwood Court, Parc Nantgarw, Nantgarw, CF15 7QZ. 
Email: j.maddaford@wales.gsi.gov.uk
This is an important opportunity to feed the views of the third sector into the review.

3.1. Chair of Care Council for Wales Honoured. 

Mutale Nyoni, Chair of the Care Council for Wales, has been awarded an OBE in the Queen's Birthday Honours List for her contribution to social care and the voluntary sector in Wales.
3.2. Confidence in Care/Hyder Mewn Gofal – Information Pack
An informative pack  (including a DVD) is now available and can be used to complement staff training, particularly new employees to the sector.  This pack could also be used for those provider groups working particularly with service users.
The packs can be downloaded from the Care Council for Wales’ website: www.ccwales.org.uk or request a hard copy pack from

registration@ccwales.org.uk
The Care Council for Wales, together with it’s sister bodies, recently commissioned the Social Care Workforce Research Unit at King’s College, London to carry out a study looking into the use of the Codes. 

The study seeks to find out how the Codes are being used by social care employers and workers. It will also establish the level of knowledge and views of the Codes among people who use services and their carers.
The following questions will be addressed:
· Are the Codes ‘fit for purpose’ and how might they be further developed?
· Are the Codes influencing and informing the conduct and practice of social care workers and their employers, and how? 
· To what extent are the objectives of setting down standards of conduct and practice being achieved? 
· Are the Codes being used in induction, training, supervision and on a day-to-day basis? 
· Are the Codes being integrated into job descriptions, performance appraisals and disciplinary and grievance processes?
There is an on-line survey, available for employers, which is accessible from the Care Council website – http://www.ccwales.org.uk/DesktopDefault.aspx?tabid=416 . 

 Care Council is encouraging as many organizations as possible to participate in the evaluation.

If any one else would like to give your views on your experience of the Codes, then please follow this link: 
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=JBodSHVL1lwzrrqfWt5Gpw_3d_3d
3.3. EU Convergence Funding Workshop

EU Convergence Funding

and the Care Sector Workshop has beem arranged for

Tuesday 8th July

Elan Valley Hotel, Rhaeadr

Programme includes:

Challenges for the Future and Key Priorities for the Care sector

Care Council for Wales

Delivering Skills Change – Maximising EU Funding

DCELLS

Convergence Funding: Principles and Approaches

WEFO

Convergence Funding Project Ideas

Local Partners

Discussion Workshops

Throughout the day there will be a 

series of break-out groups 

to discuss opportunities and priorities for the sector

Places should be booked through Sandie Grieve 

Care Council for Wales

Unit 19 St Asaph Business Park

St Asaph

Denbighshire

LL17 0LJ

sandie.grieve@ccwales.org.uk
by Friday 27th June 2008
3.4. Learning for the Future

For members from Mid Wales who were not able to attend the events in Bridgend or Llandudno this month.  The Project Co-ordinator has the presentations from these events which can be forwarded to you. 

In addition, I have a supply of CDs for the 

Social Care Induction Framework for Wales

and

National Occupational Standards “Navigator” which supports CPD and the development of Job Descriptions to support the new social care roles which are developing.  Please contact Jane Guest to receive your copies.


4.1. Parkinson’s Disease Training 

Tracey Anderson is the new Education & Training Officer for Wales for the Parkinson’s Disease Society.  The aim is to increase awareness of Parkinson’s Disease in the workforces that provide support to those living day to day with Parkinson’s.

Within Mid Wales the PDS is already commissioned to undertake training with Gwynedd County Council, Social Services department, but are keen to contact with the other counties and there social care partnerships to let them know about the training seminars that offered.

The training that offered is aimed at all staff working with people with Parkinson’s Disease:

1. Towards an Understanding of Parkinson’s.

A half day seminar for care and nursing staff.  Gives a basic understanding of the signs/symptoms and side effects of Parkinson’s.  The cost to organisations for this training is £100

2. Meeting the challenges of Parkinson’s Disease

    A full day seminar designed to give all levels of staff in nursing and residential homes and those   

    working with people with Parkinson’s in their own homes, an improved understanding of 

    Parkinson's.  The cost to organisations is £200

3. Addressing the challenges of Parkinson’s Disease

   A full day seminar designed to give social workers, social care or housing staff responsible for

   assessing an individual’s care needs and providing support services, an improved understanding  

   of Parkinson's.  The cost of this training is £200

4. When your patient has Parkinson’s Disease

    A two-hour education session designed to give all levels of ward and other hospital staff, an   

    improved understanding of the challenges of supporting a patient with Parkinson's during their 

    stay in hospital.  The cost of this training is £75

5. Training for General Practices

     Minimum of 30 minutes required for this session which is aimed at all members of the staff team.  

     It focus on the non-motor symptoms of Parkinson’s and is structured to follow the process used 

     by GP’s, i.e. diagnosis , referral and management.  There is no charge for this short session.
Contact:

Tracey Anderson

Education and Training Officer Wales

Parkinsons Disease Society

 

Tel: 0844 225 3711

Mobile: 07900051772

E-mail: tanderson@parkinsons.org.uk
4.2. Circles Network Wales

Norma McCarten is the Learning and Development Co-ordinator for Circles Network.  Circles offer training courses:
23rd June - 27th June, 10am - 5pm, Manchester
£550 - Advanced training course on "The Nurtured Heart Approach" - book now!
This 5 day course will facilitated by Howard Glasser (author of Transforming the Difficult Child) and Tom Grove (certified Nurtured Heart 
7th/8th August, 28th/29th August, 11th/12th September, West Sussex
£450 - 6 Day Person Centred Planning Course
This 6 day Person Centred Planning and Life Coaching course will include an overview of the values, skills required, approaches and tools that can be used with individuals to create fluid, colourful and truly original plans. This six day course is generally set over three months giving ample time to practice the skills and reflect on learning. 
Contact: Norma McCarten

Tel: 01654 710267

Mobile: 07769 972180

Email: norma.mccarten@

4.3.  Research in Practice for Adults

Thursday, September 18, 2008
Future of the Social Care Workforce
This conference will consider topics pertinent to the social care workforce, in particular the impact of the transformation agenda. There will be an interactive element to facilitate sharing and discussion of common themes. The event is targeted at operational staff, commissioners and strategic managers and anyone who wishes to participate in a lively debate about workforce issues.
Rugby Club, Coventry 

Tuesday, September 30, 2008
Person-centred Residential Care
The question what can good residential care look like will be at the centre of this event. It will include Warrington’s example of achieving Dignity in Care Beacon Status and a workshop around the My Home Life programme. Combined with other examples and service user views, this event is aimed at both commissioners and providers wanting to provide quality, person centred residential care.
Bewsey Old School, Warrington 
4.4. TRIsolutions

TRI-SOLUTIONS have opportunities for funded HSC NVQ Levels 2 & 3 [NVQs only] ~ All qualifications have to be completed by July 2009. Those interested should contact: Janet Knapper. 
Managing Director        TRI-Solutions 
Tel : +44 29 2076 2322  Fax: +44 29 2076 8848 
E-mail: janet@trisolution.co.uk 

We have flagged up these useful websites in earlier newsletters but these sites are continually up-dated and contain a wealth of information:

5.1. Social Care Institute for Excellence

SCIE offer an email alert system which you can sign up for on their website:

www.scie.org.uk 

or visit

Social Care Online which is one of the UK’s most extensive electronic libraries and access is FREE. www.socialcareonline.org.uk 

5.2. Research in Practice for Adults
This website has a lot of research which underpins good practice, primarily in England.

Contact: George Julian
Research and Development Officer
research in practice for adults, Blacklers,
Park Road, Dartington,Totnes, Devon TQ9 6EQ
t: + 44 (0)1803 860098 / f: + 44 (0)1803 868816
www.ripfa.org.uk
5.3. CRB and ISA

Update from CRB: 
…The Home Office announced that from 12 October 2009 individuals will need to register with the Independent Safeguarding Authority (ISA) if they are to work or volunteer with children and/or vulnerable adults in a regulated activity. 
The cost for an individual to apply to register with the ISA will be a one-off, lifetime fee of £64.00. You will be able to check an individual’s ISA-registration status online or as part of an Enhanced CRB check. 

Within the CRB site there is a section providing updates on ISA and the announcement of the ISA go-live date as 12th October 2009.  The section also includes a useful Q&A section which can be found via the link below:

http://www.crb.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=5025
5.4. WAG Direct Payments Research

In 2007 the Welsh Assembly Government commissioned a report on the Implementation of the current Direct Payments Scheme in Wales. 

The report seeks, to identify reasons for the variations between local authorities and between potentially eligible groups and to make recommendations. A copy of the final report can be found at:

http://new.wales.gov.uk/dhss/publications/socialcare/reports/directpayments/surveye.pdf?lang=en

6.1.  Shelter Cymru Annual Conference
The theme for this year is 'What's next for Homelessness?' specifically looking at the new Welsh ten year Homelessness Plan will be launched this autumn.  What should it achieve? What can it achieve?

The conference this year is once again at the Village Hotel in Swansea and we look forward to seeing you there. The programme for the event will be launched very soon.

To reserve your place, please email Kelly Rees on kellyr@sheltercymru.org.uk 

or book online at our website www.sheltercymru.org.uk.

6.2. Powys Residential Homes Forum

WEDNESDAY 2 JULY 08 

MEDIA RESOURCE CENTRE,

OXFORD ROAD, LLANDRINDOD WELLS

Powys Voice of Parents & Informal Carers of People with Learning Disabilities  

The next meeting of the Powys Parents and Carers group is to be held on:

Wednesday 9th July 2008

11.00 – 1.00 



The Vulcan Arms, Llanwrthwl, Powys, LD1 6NN

The venue is between Builth Wells and Rhayader on the A470
Contact: Pat McCarthy on Tel: 01874 665484 or email: patriciamccarthy47@msn.com
6.3. SSIA and WAG’s Making the Connections Unit

This free half day event to be held at the 
16th July 10.00 a.m. to 2.00 p.m.

National Botanic Gardens, Carmarthen 
     Who should attend:
Who should attend?
Front Line Staff , Directors of Social Services.
There will be a ‘market place’ with case studies on the regional projects, plus information on local and sub-regional projects.   Also available will be stands for partners to offer you practical help, guest experts on change and workshops on practical skills. There will be handouts and information to take away and share on the day plus lots of opportunities to network and find out what you need to know about how to make this work for you.  
To find out more and book your place please go to:

www.ssiacymru.org.uk/mtcexpo
Or contact us at ssiaenquiries@wlga.gov.uk / Tell:  029 2046 8685

‘
6.4. Skills and Workforce Development in 

the Third (Voluntary and Community) Sector’

An event run jointly by Skills for Health, Skills for Care and Development (Care Council for Wales) and Wales Council for Voluntary Action (WCVA)
There will be four events across Wales:

· 9 July 2008 –   Rhyl 

· 10 July 2008 – Cardiff 

· 16 July 2008 – Carmarthen

· 17 July 2008 – Llandrindod Wells 

 ~ each event will run from 10.30am – 3pm

Programme:

[i] Introduction to Sector Skills Councils:

· Skills for Health

· Skills for Care and Development

[ii] Workforce Development in the Third Sector and the role of National Occupational Standards (NOS)

[iii] National Occupational Standards (NOS) Tools

· Demonstrations

· Discussion

[iv] Lunch and networking 

[v] Inspirational Leadership for effective innovation

· an interactive session

[vi] Panel Q&A / Feedback Session

TO BOOK A PLACE CONTACT:
WCVA  Training 

Baltic House, Mount Stuart Square,

Cardiff CF10 5FH

Tel 029 20431723

Fax 029 20431701

Email: training@wcva.org.uk 

6.5. British Sign Language Summer School
14th July 2008􀀀
for one week,􀀀
10.30 am 2.30 pm􀀀 
Deaf Association Wales􀀀
British Sign Language & Cultural Centre,􀀀
47 Newport Road , Cardiff, CF24 OAD􀀀
Contact:

Tel: 0845 1302 851, 
Fax: 0845 1302 852􀀀
sheilamoon1@hotmail.com􀀀
www.signcommunity.org.uk􀀀
See Also the attached dates of training courses for the year.
6.6.  Care Council for Wales

EU Convergence Funding

and the Care Sector Workshop has beem arranged forTuesday 8th July
Elan Valley Hotel, Rhaeadr
6.7. Independent Safeguarding Authority Presentation –

How will these new regulations and goo practice affect providers in Mid Wales?

Members are reminded that the Independent Safeguarding Authority have agreed to give a presentation to the MWSCP on Tuesday 16th September 2008 in the Conference Room at Brecon Enterprise Park, Unit 6 ,Brecon Powys ,LD3 8BT

If you would like to attend, please email the project Co-ordinator by no later than Tuesday 22nd August 2008
Reminder - Disclaimer:

References in MWSCP Newsletters to any specific product, service or company, does not constitute an endorsement or recommendation by the Mid Wales Social Care Partnership. Readers are advised to undertake their own checks and investigations and seek appropriate references
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