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Press Release

Thanks to funding from the Care Council for Wales and the Welsh Assembly Government, the Mid Wales Social Care Partnership are undertaking an awareness raising initiative to promote social care as a business diversification and employment opportunity amongst farming and rural communities .

The past ten years have seen a significant fall in farming incomes and although the trend is now more positive, there are still significant variations in income from different types of farming enterprise and thus many farming families are seeking additional sources of income from outside the agricultural sector.  However, over the same period, social care has been growing rapidly and the sector is forecasted to continue to expand in the medium to long term.  Over 150,000 people in Wales are currently in receipt of care services and demographic estimates indicate that the demand for care services will increase with an increasingly aged population.

The Wales Rural Development plan flags up the need to widen the economic base and focuses on service industries as an opportunity for business diversification.  The Mid Wales Social Care Partnership have produced an information pack containing five case studies of people from a farming background, who have diversified into the care sector.  The pack will be launched on Wednesday 26th July at 2.00 p.m. at the Farmers Union of Wales’ Pavilion at the Royal Welsh Show .The packs will be distributed with the help of the Mid Wales Farming Connect advisers and other rural organisations.
The Chair of the Mid Wales Social Care Partnership, Mr. Parry Davies, Ceredigion’s Director of Social Services said: “Local authorities are leading on service initiatives which will support vulnerable people to retain their independence and remain in their own homes, in their own communities in the future. We need to attract and develop a skilled local workforce to deliver care and offer new services to rural communities. Farming families already have many transferable skills which are required in the care sector and the remainder we can develop through our workforce training.”
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