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The Social Model of Disability
1. The social model of disability suggests that barriers exist in society that prevent disabled people from reaching their full potential.  
These barriers include the physical design of towns, transport and buildings, which do not meet the needs of its citizens.  There are also barriers that are not always immediately obvious:

· Fair access to goods and services.
· Indirect discrimination in health, social care, employment, education and leisure.
· Attitudes, prejudice and behaviour of people who have limited personal experience of disability.
2. The social model of disability demands the removal of barriers that ‘disable’ people from leading a full and inclusive lifestyle.

The emphasis moves away from the ownership of any limitations being the responsibility of the individual, towards the whole of society taking responsibility to remove barriers that disable people from accessing their environment and wider social and life opportunities.

3. The social model of disability does not reject medical or professional intervention, where it is needed.

Disabled people need fairer access to health and social care services.  People with sensory needs have particular requirements for access to health and social care services because of the inaccessible way that health and social care information has been disseminated in the past. 
4. The social model of disability recognises that disabled people want the same access as other people to services.    

The social model challenges organisations to consider disability from the perspective of environmental and social barriers which need to be removed.  If the social model of disability is adopted, disability will no longer be associated with a narrow range of services and will ensure that disabled people can access the same life opportunities as other citizens.           
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